Deferred Maintenance: 

Keep in mind that this parish has been in decline for a number of years, kind of a long, slow financial death. As is often the case in these situations, maintenance is the first thing that doesn't get done, with always the hope that somehow they will find the resources next year.

(This obviously doesn't explain the decision to erect a $300,000.+ Rectory 5 or 6 years ago - but that's another story!) 

Here is what we know and have discovered in the last 5 or 6 months: 

Church – 

· Boiler functioned last fall, but probably has broken water lines in the hot water circulating pipes. System was drained before shutdown, but we had no way to blow out the piping. 

· The air handlers (large fans) associated with the heating system haven't worked in some years and are completely shot. 

· The natural gas line that feeds the property from Dominion EOG's lines on Richmond Road must be replaced. We discovered several leaks just after we assumed the parish, and Dominion shut it off for safety reasons. It is likely that the continuation of the gas line from the Church to the Convent building is shot also and probably will have to be replaced before gas service is restored. 

· The flat roof area just above the main door to the church is leaking and has caused a small portion of ceiling to fail. Other parts of the roof could be bad. 

· I don't know if tuck pointing has ever been done on the masonry. Lots of noticeable missing mortar joints. 

School – whole building in pretty bad shape. We are told that unaddressed roof leaks/failures in several areas led the City to forbid usage of the building for anything but storage for the past couple of years, there is not documented proof this was ordered. We believe boiler is good, but  the heat distribution system has been vandalized - missing copper pipe and heat convectors (radiators). 

Convent - Aside from the gas line problem mentioned earlier we don't know of much else. Building functioned as a day care center until the gas was shut off, so we assume it was warm (until then) and dry. Probably other issues, but none urgent that we are aware of. 

Rectory - New within the last 5 or 6 years. Some cosmetic issues, but all operating and structural components in good shape as far as we know and have observed.

In all honesty, buildings should probably be subject to a facility assessment by a professional engineer for an accurate list and estimate of cost to repair. All in all, not a pretty picture.

The above is an assessment from the Cleveland Diocese of the Saint Jude property.  

